
 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                         
 

 
Dear Irons Member, 

 
 

Welcome to the first Newsletter of 2008 and apologies to all for the 
late appearance of this first edition.  Unfortunately, my secretary has 
been taken away by other liberal duties this year and therefore the 
production has been delayed somewhat.  
 
 
Normally, in the first edition, I like to remind the Society of some of the 
basic etiquette rules and warning’s regarding slow play etc, however, 
as we have already had so many events this year, it is somewhat late 
in the day to remind everybody of those facts and hope that people 
will continue to remember these during the course of the year.  We 
had planned to have etiquette and rule features as per our last edition, 
however due to the number of events already played, we will 
postpone that idea and introduce that feature in a later edition.  
 
 
As a reminder, this will be the last circulation of the newsletter to be 
sent to everyone, as per decisions taken by the Committee.  If you 
were a member last year and have yet to renew your Membership, 
from the 30th June 2008 you will then be moved on to a lapsed 
membership list, and will only receive the Subscription notice, and 
programme for the following year in 2009 in February, after the AGM.  
If you want to remain on the circulation list for all emails, newsletters 
and notices, then please ensure your membership subscription is 
forwarded to our Treasurer, of the Irons Golf Society Ewan H.  Please 
note that there has also been a separate email reminder regarding 
this issue.  
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However, to finish this newsletter on a more jovial note, 
we are introducing the  
 
“Captain’s Caption Competition” 
 
By which, we attach a photo below of one of our 
esteemed members and the funniest “air bubble 
caption”; will win a box of brand new golf balls!! 
 
We look forward to receiving some hilarious entries and 
wish everyone the best for a thrilling summer of golf!  
Best Wishes 
Captain & Secretary 

 

 

 



 
ADDINGTON COURT – 30

th
 March 2008 

 
 

Our first event of the year was well attended with our first visit to 
this particular course. 

The weather was fine and the course dry with the exception of 
the greens which were damp and squidgy. 

On a fairly uneventful day, Alastair creamed home to victory with 
a stunning 43 points, so he will start the year with a handsome cut to 
his handicap and then he announced that he had been practicing hard 
throughout the winter so obviously it had paid off well!  

Unlike poor Ken, who played with Mark and Martin, whose close-
season golf tuition, gym work, specialist physio etc. still needs some 
fine tuning after scoring an average return of 32 points.  

As always, one person managed to bring some hilarious action to 
the day’s rather benign start to the season, as Adrian, known for his 
duff shots managed to top a drive at the fourth hole hitting some 
sleepers and rebounding behind everyone on the tee, leaving his 
second shot longer than he started with! Then positioned precariously 
on the back slope of the fourth tee, Adrian shanked his 2nd with a sand 
wedge, just missing the following group coming up behind from the 3rd 
Green!! Not a pretty start to today’s round!   

 Mark B.  
 

Placing Name Stableford Score President Balls 
Trophy Points 

1st Alistair C 43Pts 12.00 

2nd Kevin D 40Pts 10.00 

3rd Gareth N 38Pts 8.00 

4th David He 37Pts 6.50 

= Gene S 37Pts 6.50 

6th Takashi S 36Pts 5.00 

7th Ewan H 35Pts 4.00 

8th Clarke H 34Pts 0.75 

= Terry H 34Pts 0.75 

= Karen P 34Pts 0.75 

= Percy S 34Pts 0.75 

= Adrian T 34Pts 0.75 

= Nick H 34Pts 0.75 

= Michael L 34Pts 0.75 

= Stephen H 34Pts 0.75 
 

 
 



 
STOCKLEY PARK – 13

th
 April 2008 

 
 

 This was the first event I have organised for Irons and I was more than a bit concerned that things 

might go horribly wrong. I was sure I was going to forget to do something. Adrian sent the invitation out about 

three weeks before the day but after a week I only had six entrants. I could see this being a bit of a limited 

event. Unusually, the Society had arranged to play on two consecutive Sundays and I feared that several 

members had chosen to only play on one of them. However, more emails gradually turned up and eventually I 

had nineteen players.  

 One of my other duties for 2008 is to organise the annual Match play Competition. It had been decided 

to hold the draw at Stockley Park so I had two things to worry about on the day. The draw went successfully – 

I believe this was the first time we’ve held the draw at an event and it allowed everyone to see the pairings 

being drawn. I think we should do this in future as it adds more interest to the competition. 

 I had been warned that Stockley Park were having a driving range built and that a couple of holes had 

been rearranged to accommodate it but I wasn’t expecting to see the mountain of earth that was covering the 

front half of the old 1
st
 fairway. The beautiful pond that used to exist between the 9

th
 and 18

th
 pins had been 

filled in although apparently it will be extended and refilled with water later. I have never seen so much GUR 

in my life – the area in front of the clubhouse was like a building site. The 1
st
 had been shortened to a par 3 and 

its tee is now a fair walk from the clubhouse. It is planned to make the current 9
th
 hole into the 18

th
 with a new 

9
th
 being created. The present 18

th
 will become the practice green. 

 Last time we played at Stockley only about half of us finished with many giving up after the first nine 

because it had been pouring down since the first tee and much of the course was waterlogged following several 

days of rain. I didn’t expect it to be as bad this time although the showers that were forecast turned out to be a 

bit more than showers.  

 We were pleased to welcome Neil W as a new member to the club with a handicap of 19. I deliberately 

put him in one of the later tee slots as I know from experience that it can be a terrifying experience for a 

newcomer to have a gallery of about twenty people watching you tee off! 

 For some reason, the club pro asked us to start on the 14
th

 which is near the clubhouse. We all got away 

on time: five three-balls and one four-ball. I was in the four-ball at the back with Neil W, Melissa C. and Kevin 

D. We got a lot of black looks when we got back to clubhouse because everyone claimed we had been slow 

and they’d been waiting for us for ages. I don’t think we were slow at all; the five three-balls in front of us 

were too fast! We did get held up though by a single ball who came up behind us: we let him through and then 

he duffed every shot on the hole. At one stage there were five of us on the green! 

 As for results, Ewan H. won, Clarke H. came second and Mark B. was third; Ken C. was nearest the 

pin and Ju Y. had the longest drive. Well done. 

Terry H. 

 
Placing Name Stableford Score President Balls 

Trophy Points 

1st Ewan H 39Pts 12.00 

2nd Clarke H 35Pts 9.00 

3rd Mark B 35Pts 9.00 

4th Gareth N 34Pts 7.00 

5th Ken C 31Pts 5.50 

= Terry H 31Pts 5.50 

7th Melissa C 30Pts 4.00 

8th Percy S 29Pts 3.00 

9th Peter St 27Pts 2.00 

10th Alistair C 26Pts 1.00 

 
 



 
DONNINGTON VALLEY – 20

th
 April 20008 

 
  

The second of our new courses for the year combining hotel 
accommodation and a quick trip down the M4 attracting our West 
Country contingent  

Those who stayed at the hotel said it was reasonable but that 
they had to wait an age to be served their dinner. The clubhouse was 
a nice old building with an oak panelled interior.  

The course was a bit of a mixture. The par 5 opening hole was a 
blind tee-shot leading to a sweeping downhill slight right to left dog-
leg. The par 5, 15th was also very challenging. The par 3 holes were 
also quite good; two longish up-hillers stand in my mind.  

In between though there were a series of rather repetitive par 4 
holes which as the round proceeded you were never quite sure if you 
hadn’t already played them! 

However, for me, the day was a success as I managed for the 
very first time to win a Sunday event in the nine years that I have 
belonged to the Society.  Our past Captain, Nick won the longest drive 
with a scintillating shot which made up for the rest of his golf, and 
Vincent, one of our newer members to the Society won nearest the 
pin. 

Mark B. 

 
Placing Name Stableford Score President Balls 

Trophy Points  

1st Mark B 36Pts 12.00 

2nd Alistair C 35Pts 10.00 

3rd Peter H 33Pts 7.50 

= Ewan H 33Pts 7.50 

5th Takashi S 32Pts 6.00 

6th Ken C 29Pts 4.00 

= Gary L 29Pts 4.00 

= Karen P 29Pts 4.00 

9th Percy S 27Pts 0.75 

= Dave Ho 27Pts 0.75 

= Clare B 27Pts 0.75 

=  27Pts 0.75 

 
 
 

 



 
WESTON TRIP 1

ST
 TO 5

TH
 MAY 

 
From the moment Ted and Chris, my friends from Woodford Golf Club 

checked in at the Royal Pier Hotel under their alias of Teddy Bear and Christine 
the tone was set for a weekend we would not forget.  

The Royal Pier Hotel, at which most of us stayed, certainly provided a 
good deal of the entertainment. Whilst it was never quite clear exactly who were 
staff and who were “friends of the management”, a general state of confusion 

prevailed not least at breakfast when the chances of one getting what one 
ordered proved to be very random.  

The decor of the rooms was shoddy with peeling paper and tatty furniture 
fairly standard.  

Bathroom fittings seemed to be shared amongst the rooms, we had a 
shower head but no wall fitting, others a shower but no way of switching the 
water supply from the bath taps and as for thermostatic control – ha! It was 
strictly freeze or scold. 

Our bathroom did have a very efficient air extractor, propelled by an old 
Bristol Airport engine! 

But the location and the views were first class, the 1960s American Diner 
Bar was very camp with a pool room that kept us all entertained at some point in 
time. 

Two new guys joined us for the weekend, Sena from St. Helens and Viktor 
from Holland.  Both very much entered into the spirit of the event, Viktor 
determined to seek out the local gay night spots, only to be disappointed by the 
clientele, reminiscent of the bar scene in Star Wars from what he 
described......we had warned him! 

As for the golf, the highlights were many:  
Craig won at Weston Super Mare with an excellent 40 points beating 

Viktor with 39 into second place. Clare played with Teddybear which was an 
education for both of them! 

At Worlebury, we all had a chuckle when Clare found herself teeing off at 
the 1st, well behind the men. Her sliced three wood scattered the gallery and 
starter much to everyone’s amusement. 

At Tall Pines, the Tortoise battled it out with the Hare (Trevor v Gareth) in 

the match play. The Hare prevailed leaving the Tortoise to battle it out with 
Adrian for the booby prize. I played with Gary who played very well to win the 
gross prize with 74.  

Woodsprings was universally disliked, in particular the front nine. In the 
match-play event, Martin H knocked out the Captain by 2&1, and following that 
the Secretary who had held his own for the first nine holes, leaving the front nine 
All square with John C, capitulated in stunning fashion losing the next five holes 
finishing up with a 5&4 defeat and then managing to blob the final four holes to 
finish an utterly miserable day with the joint lowest score of the trip 14 Points, 
with Trevor.  

 
 

 



 
 

At Isle of Wedmore, Gareth won with 38 points.  Richard Bla only playing 
with his irons, also managed 38 Points (lost on Count-back) whilst escorting 
Richard Bu, and Ian B on their annual golfing outing! 

Thanks once again to Gary for organising another great event.   Mark B. 

 
WESTON SUPER MARE –  

THURSDAY 1
st
 May 

 
Placing Name Stableford Score Weston Overall 

Points  

1st Craig C 40Pts  12.00 

2nd Viktor L 39Pts 10.00 

3rd Will P 38Pts 8.00 

4th James L 37Pts 6.00 

= Gary L 37Pts 6.00 

= Eddy M 37Pts 6.00 

7th Percy S 36Pts 3.50 

= Ian T 36Pts 3.50 

9th Steve P 35Pts 1.50 

= Jason C 35Pts 1.50 

 
WORLEBURY – FRIDAY 2

nd
 May 

 
Placing Name Stableford Score Weston Overall 

Points 

1st Percy S 41Pts 12.00 

2nd James L 38Pts 10.00 

3rd Sena 37Pts 8.00 

4th Steve P 36Pts 7.00 

5th David He 35Pts 4.50 

= Jason C 35Pts 4.50 

= Ken C 35Pts 4.50 

= Martin H 35Pts 4.50 

9th John C 34Pts 1.50 

= Takashi S 34Pts 1.50 

 
 
 
 



WOODSPRINGS – SATURDAY 3
RD

 May 
 

Placing Name Stableford Score Weston Overall 
Points 

1st Gene S 38Pts 12.00 

2nd Kevin D 36Pts 10.00 

3rd James L 34Pts 7.50 

= Stephen H 34Pts 7.50 

5th Dave H 30Pts 5.50 

= Clare B 30Pts 5.50 

7th Steve E 29Pts 3.00 

= Steve P 29Pts 3.00 

= Gary L 29Pts 3.00 

10th Craig C 28Pts 0.20 

= Ian T 28Pts 0.20 

= Percy S 28Pts 0.20 

= Richard B 28Pts 0.20 

= Will P 28Pts 0.20 

 
 

ISLE OF WEDMORE (9 HOLES) –  
SUNDAY 4

TH
 May 

 
 

Placing Name Stableford Score 

1st James L 23Pts 

2nd Kevin D 22Pts 

= John C 22 Pts 

4th Gary L 20Pts 

= Richard Bla 20 Pts 

6th Gareth N 17Pts 

= Ian T 17Pts 

= Sena 17Pts 

= Peter H 17Pts 

= Clare B 17Pts 

= Steve P 17Pts 

 
 

 
 



ISLE OF WEDMORE – 18 Holes 
 SUNDAY 4

th
 May  

 
 

Placing Name Stableford Score Weston Overall 
Points 

1st Gareth N 38Pts 11.00 

= Richard Bla 38Pts 11.00 

3rd Percy S 37Pts 8.00 

4th Martin H 36Pts 6.50 

= Steve P 36Pts 6.50 

6th Viktor L 35Pts 5.00 

7th Adrian T 34Pts 2.00 

= Dave Ho 34Pts 2.00 

= John C 34Pts 2.00 

= Sena 34Pts 2.00 

 Peter H 34Pts  2.00 

 
 

TALL PINES – Monday 5
th
 May  

 
Placing Name Stableford Score Weston Overall 

Points 

1st Alistair C 38Pts 11.00 

= Sena 38Pts 11.00 

3rd Gary L 37Pts 8.00 

4th Ian T 36Pts 6.50 

= Richard B 36Pts 6.50 

6th Eddy M 35Pts 5.00 

7th Adrian T 34Pts 2.50 

= Dave H 34Pts 2.50 

= Gene S 34Pts 2.50 

= Viktor L 34Pts 2.50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OVERALL COMPETITION FOR WESTON  
 

Placing Name Weston Overall 
Points (Best 3 

Scores) 

1st Percy S 23.50 (Won on 4th 
Score) 

2nd James L 23.50 

3rd Sena 21.00 

4th Steve P 18.00 

5th Viktor L 17.50 

6th Gary L 17.00 

7th Gene S 14.50 

8th Craig C 12.20 

9th Ian T 11.20 

10th Alistair C 11.00 

= Eddy M 11.00 

= Gareth N 11.00 

= Richard Bla 11.00 

14th Dave Ho 10.00 

= Kevin D 10.00 

= Martin H 10.00 

17th Will P 8.20 

18th Stephen H 7.50 

19th Richard B 6.70 

20th Clare B 5.50 

21st John C 5.00 

22nd Adrian T 4.50 

23rd Ken C 3.50 

= David He 3.50 

25th Steve E 3.00 

26th Karen P 2.50 

27th Peter H 2.00 

28th Takashi S 0.50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MANOR OF GROVES – 18
th
 May 2008   

 
One of the new venues, chosen partly because the Hotel could accommodate our 
members from distant parts of the Country, the event was quite a success. 
For a start, the “West Country Crew”, Gary, Richard, John and Ian, arrived on 
Saturday and were joined by Nick, Ken, Richard and Steve to enjoy the flora and 
fauna in a practice round in heavy drizzle. Their evening was initially enhanced with 
some South African eye-candy, only later when Nick and Ken were kept awake by 
their antics, and had only “three hours sleep” did they appear less attractive.  
Anyway, none of the rest heard a thing, so it begs the question exactly what it was 
that kept the two of them awake! 
The hotel accommodation also attracted our newest recruit Sena, who we had first 
met at Weston Super-Mare and who brought his friend Paul R, a Senior teaching Pro 

at Grange Park GC in St.Helens.  I had the pleasure of Paul’s company on the course 
along with James H and Gary L, “Pretty in Pink”!  
One the second hole Paul launched a 5 wood way past Gary’s and my best drives 
and similarly on the third. However, for the next 9 holes played in the Manor House’s 
old grounds with a series of short tight fairways and small greens and tricky dog legs, 
Paul’s superior length was nullified.   
Meanwhile, I found a putting stroke from somewhere and Gary, after shanking a short 
approach to the 11th, got angry and started to play some golf! 
At the 14th Paul launched another drive we all thought had made it into an adjacent 
field only to find it had cut the corner and landed about 60 yards short of the green – a 
mere 300 yard drive uphill! 
Thankfully, for Ju who won the longest drive, Paul missed the fairway on the longest 
drive.  

On the nearest the pin Gary nurdled one too six feet, then missed the putt while I 
continued to sink the odd putt and ended up with 34 points, beating Peter St and Dave 
Ho into 2nd and 3rd places on 33 points respectively.   Mark B.  

 
Placing Name Stableford Score Weston Overall 

Points 

1st Mark B 34Pts 12.00 

2nd Peter St 33Pts 9.00 

= Dave Ho 33Pts 9.00 

4th Martin H 32Pts 6.50 

= Takashi S 32Pts 6.50 

6th Percy S 31Pts 4.50 

= Gary L 31Pts 4.50 

8th Stephen H 30Pts 2.50 

= Paul R 30Pts 2.50 

10th Alistair C 29Pts 0.33 

= Sena 29Pts 0.33 

= Steve P 29Pts 0.33 

 
 
 



PRESIDENT BALL’S COMPETITION SO FAR 
AFTER FOUR EVENTS 

        (THE SIX BEST SUNDAY SCORES COUNT) 
 

Placing Name President Ball’s 
Points 

1st Mark B 33.00 

2nd Ewan H 23.50 

3rd Alistair C 23.33 

4th Takashi S 17.50 

5th Gareth N 15.00 

6th Peter St 11.00 

7th Kevin D 10.00 

8th Clarke H 9.75 

= Dave Ho 9.75 

10th Ken C 9.50 

11th Percy S 9.00 

12th Gary L 8.50 

13th Peter H 7.50 

14th Dave He 6.50 

= Gene S 6.50 

= Martin H 6.50 

17th Terry H 6.25 

18th Karen P 4.75 

19th Melissa C 4.00 

20th Stephen H 3.25 

21st Paul R 2.50 

22nd Adrian T 0.75 

= Nick H 0.75 

= Michael L 0.75 

= Clare B 0.75 

= Neil W 0.75 

27th Sena 0.33 

= Steve P 0.33 

 
 

 
 
 



 
MEMBER’S CURRENT HANDICAP LIST 
(as of 19.05.08)  Movers and Shakers in Red  

Adrian T 28.5 29 Michael K 4.2 4 

Alan W 16.1 16 Michael L 32.5 33 

Alistair C 23.4 23 Michael T 16.6 17 

Alli 36.0 36 Michelle M 33.2 33 

Andrew B 7.6 8 Michelle W 10.9 11 

Andrew G 4.6 5 Mick H 19.7 20 

Bill S 21.6 ] Natasha H 36.0 36 

Brian F 28.1 28 Neil G 8.8 9 

Bryan G 27.6 28 Neil W 19.3 19 

Sena 15.5 16 Nick H 23.9 24 

Chris G 14.1 14 Nye J 36.0 36 

Clare B 21.5 22 Paul R 0.0 0 

Clarke H 33.7 34 Percy S 21.3 21 

Craig C 15.4 15 Peter H 18.5 19 

Dave Ho 11.0 11 Peter S 29.7 30 

David A 23.7 24 Peter S 28.2 28 

David He 19.0 19 Philip L 27.3 27 

Diana L 29.2 29 Rachel H 31.2 31 

Eddie M 11.5 12 Richard Bla 10.5 11 

Eddie S 16.9 17 Richard B 16.5 17 

Ewan H 22.2 22 Roger B 20.4 20 

Gareth N 10.7 11 Roger C 22.8 23 

Gary L 5.9 6 Ron M 20.2 20 

Gene S 10.5 11 Simon N 28.5 29 

Godfrey J 31.8 32 Stephen H 9.8 10 

Iain D 11.8 12 Stephen W 14.2 14 

Ian T 17.9 18 Steve E 36.0 36 

James H 10.7 11 Steve P 20.1 20 

James L 10.4 10 Stewart F 19.4 19 

Jan S 13.4 13 Takashi S 18.0 18 

Jason C 24.1 24 Terry H 32.3 32 

John C 14.3 14 Trevor P 26.6 27 

Ju Y 17.8 18 Viktor L 10.0 10 

Karen P 25.1 25 Vincent M 18.7 19 

Keith B 22.3 22 Wesley S 26.5 27 

Ken C 11.1 11 William P 20.1 20 

Kevin D 12.3 12 

Linda M 6.3 6 

Lucille T 33.8 34 

Marion W 36.0 36 

Mark B 14.5 15 

Martin H 10.8 11 

Martin H 10.6 11 

Martin J 22.1 22 

Melissa C 25.2 25 

 



 
IRONS KNOCKOUT COMPETITION. (FULL HANDICAP) 

 
 

JASON C 

BYE    JASON C     

       

GARETH N                          GARETH N 

 TREVOR  P             

 

PERCY S 

EDDY M    PERCY S  

      

 

CLARE B                ALISTAIR C 

ALISTAIR C 

 

DAVE HO 

VINCENT M    DAVE HO 

      

 

CRAIG C            CRAIG C 

PETER  H                    

 

MARTIN H 

MARK B   MARTIN H 

 

GENE S                              GENE S 

RICHARD B 

 

TAKASHI S               TAKASHI S 

KAREN P    

 

IAN T      IAN T 

NICK H  

            

 

JOHN C                     JOHN C 

ADRIAN T    

 

KEVIN D 

KEN C                  KEVIN D 

 

 

EWAN H         

 DAVID HE    DAVID HE  

        STEVE P 

 

STEVE P 

TERRY H   STEVE P 

      

 

CLARKE H   CLARKE H 

 Bye 

      

MELISSA C   MELISSA C 

Bye 

 
 
 



 
      2008 Programme of Events 

 
 

21st June 2008 Aldenham Mark B & Adrian T 

9th -13th July 2008 Wales Tour James L, John C & 
Adrian T 

19th July 2008 Wokefield Park Terry H 

24th – 27th July 
2008 

Euro Games – 
Barcelona 

A non-Irons 
Organised Event 

1st August 2008 Brighton Pride 
Championship 

A non-Irons 
Organised Event 

10th August 2008 The Hertfordshire Nick H 
7th September 

2008 
Darenth Valley Clarke H 

23rd – 27th 
September 2008 

Autumn Trip – 
Bournemouth 

David He & Dave Ho 

4th – 5th October 
2008 

German Rainbow 
Open 

A non-Irons 
Organised Event 

12th October 2008 Farleigh Court Ewan H 
25th or 26th 

October 2008 
Captain’s Day – to 

be Announced 
Mark B 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                   
 
 

 
 

Next Event: 

          Saturday 21
st
 June 2008 

Venue 

Aldenham Golf Club, 

Hertfordshire 

Organiser: 

           Mark B & Adrian T 

Please contact on 

Trett8@aol.com 


