
 

 

                                                                                                                         
 

 
Dear Irons Member,  
 

In this newsletter we will review:  the BLAGSS Tournament at Brighton, 
two highly important Sunday meets at Hainault and Farleigh Court, before the 
President Ball’s finale at Silvermere plus our Autumn Trip to Lincolnshire, the 
final foreign visit of the year to Schwerin in Germany and the final meeting of the 
year at Thorpeness, in Suffolk for our Captain’s Weekend. 

 
As this is our last newsletter for the year, we are already plugging our Christmas 

Social event of which you should have all received an email, during the week 
commencing 15/16h of October.  We decided a change was in order after five 
years at Val Taro and finding a different venue suitable for the Irons was not an 
easy task, however:  
 

We invite you to this year's Annual Christmas Dinner at Nueva Costa Dorada, 

Spanish Bar and Restaurant 47-55 Hanway Street, London W1T 1UX, located 2 
minutes walk from Tottenham Court Road Tube Station, on Saturday 8th 
December 2007.  From Totttenham Court Road tube station walk in a northerly 
direction up Tottenham Court road, and take the first left into Hanway Street, the 
restaurant is approximately 50 yards on the left hand side. We would like people 
to arrive for 8pm to sit down to eat at 8.30pm however there is a bar area for 
any people who arrive early, so people can sit and chat beforehand. The cost of 
the meal is £36 per person and does not include Wine.  This price includes the 
three Course menu of £29.95 plus the Service Charge and £2 for the 

entertainment. The entertainment is top class Flamenco Dancing and is 
extraordinarily well performed as we have already seen, so the venue will have 
a bit more atmosphere and remains open until 3am for any late partygoers! We 
hope to see as many of you there as possible.  

In the new year, there will be some new features to the Newsletter – including a 

reminder of the dress code before we set sail for another year, Captain’s rule 
corner where our next Captain, Mark will remind some of you dizzy queens the 
exact rules of playing golf – so make sure you read and learn because you will 
not be excused for breaking them!  

   
Best wishes  
Mark B & Adrian T 
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Brighton Lesbian and Gay Sports Society – Open Golf event as part of 
Brighton Pride 

 
The golf section of BLAGSS is fairly new and the take up of entries to this 
event was not as high as the organizers hoped. In the main 18 hole event 
there were 18 entries, 8 men and 10 women. Of the 8 men, six are 

members of Irons and it was therefore scarcely surprising that we 
managed to come first, second, third and so on! 

 
The event took place at Waterhall Golf Club, just north of Hove on 
Wednesday 1st August. This is a Council owned and run course and I’m 
afraid rather suffers from minimal maintenance, so the fairways were like 
semi rough, and the rough itself, unspeakable, although the greens were 
actually not too bad.  Waterhall is only 5,200 yards and although one of 
our members commented in advance it was going to be like a pitch and 
putt course with everyone getting 50 points plus, it certainly didn’t play 
that way.  

 
Of particular horror was the nearest-the-pin 15th hole, which even Tiger 
Woods would have had trouble staying on! Only about 100 yards, but 
sharply downhill, you had to carry a large bunker in front of the green and 
even if you did this there was little space and a sharp slope down to the 
green which made the ball run off the back. Pitching the green was not 
really an option as it was not soft and the ball would bounce off. I don’t 
recall that anyone stayed on and won nearest-the-pin. 

 
For the men, Will P came first thanks to an outrageous birdie putt on the 
18th, where three-putting was otherwise a definite possibility. A good thing 
really, since the Secretary (who was under strict instructions from his 
partner not to win for fear of attendant publicity!) came second and only 
two shots behind, having just lost a ball in the middle of the “hayfield” 16th 
fairway. 

 
The buffet which followed was very good and plentiful which rather 
pleasantly surprised some of us who had played a practice round the day 
before and got back gasping for a drink, only to find the clubhouse 
shuttered and barred at 3.45!! 
Final results for Irons members were: 
Men 
Ist  Will P  39 points 
2nd  Ken C  37  
3rd  Gary L  34 (and longest drive) 

   Ju Y   27 
   Percy S  27 
   Dave Ho  27 

Ladies 
(Unplaced) Clarke H  32 points 

 
Ken C 11.10.07      
 



Hainault, 5 August 2007 
 

Ah, Hainault – what a long hot day it was. In fact, if memory serves me, it was the only 

day of summer we enjoyed this year. Shade was sought, and much water was drunk as 

opposed to dodged. 

 

The main ‘event’ of the day was, you might say, an act of God. I was standing at address 

on the fifth fairway (or was it the fourth?), just about to hit my second shot, when I 

heard some muffled cries from the direction of the tee. I looked up to see Melissa C 

blithely strolling down the fairway in front of me, obviously oblivious to any impending 

danger. I literally opened my mouth to speak when, not 20 yards in front of me, she 

dropped to the ground like a stone, her bag and limbs akimbo – taken out with a single 

stroke from Percy’s S three wood! (And what a shot it was.) 

 

Oh my god! Nick H came hurtling back up the fairway and we examined the victim for 

vital signs of consciousness. Meanwhile back on the tee, Percy S was down on his knees 

imploring the Special One (and I don’t mean Jose Mourinho) for mercy. Thankfully, 

Melissa C was more stunned than hurt – the ball had struck her at the shoulder rather 

than on the head, for which we were all extremely thankful. We assured her that if 

prayers were of any use, she was in the best of hands. 

 

A miraculous recovery saw Melissa C take five for a net two on the hole – hurrah for 

courage and fortitude! 

 

I was quite surprised, given that Hainault is a fairly easy course, that the scores were 

relatively low. I was sitting in the clubhouse with 36 points, tied with one of our three 

first-timers (hurrah!), Alistair C, in first place. In the second-to-last group Trevor P 

handed in a 37. But the coup de grâce was delivered by Ewan H in the final group — in 

a stunning return to form he carded 43 points to storm home in first by a country mile. 

And Alistair C beat me into third on countback – so no forgiveness there, obviously, 

ever. 

 

Clarke H 

 

Placing Name Stableford Score President Balls 
Trophy Points 

1st Ewan H 43 12 Pts 

2nd Trevor P 37 10 Pts 

3rd Alastair C 36 7.5 Pts 

= Clarke H 36 7.5 Pts 

5th Adrian T 35 4.5 Pts 

= Peter St 35 4.5 Pts 

= Sharley-Clare B 35 4.5 Pts 

= Will P 35 4.5 Pts 

9th Dave Ho 34 2 Pts 

10th Mark B 33 0.5 Pts 

= Percy S 33 0.5 Pts 

 
 
 
 



 
Farleigh Court, 1 September 2007 

 
As I sit here comfortable in my living room on a cold, dark winter’s evening, looking 

back to that warm afternoon on the 1
st
 September at Farleigh Court, I remember......very 

little. 

 

Actually, that’s not quite true, I played with Ken and Richard B who battled it out in the 

semi-final of the match play before Richard shanked one off the tee on a par three to 

effectively lose the match.  

 

We all agreed that the course, that we had previously played in pouring rain and howling 

wind, was in fact much better than we had anticipated and one to be visited in the future.  

 
 
 Mark B (Vice Captain)  
 

Placing Name Stableford Score President Balls 
Trophy Points 

1st Will P 41 12 Pts 

2nd Kevin D 40 10 Pts 

3rd Terry H 39 7.5 Pts 

= Ken C 39 7.5 Pts 

5th Gareth N 38 6 Pts 

6th Ewan H 37 4.5 Pts 

= Takashi S 37 4.5 Pts 

8th David He 36 2.5 Pts 

= Sharley B 36 2.5 Pts 

10th Godfrey J 35 0.5 Pts 

= Mark B 35 0.5 Pts 
 

 
President Ball’s Final at Silvermere 7

th
  

October 2007 
 

 As I sit here comfortable in my dining room on a cold dark winter’s 
afternoon, I look back to that warm afternoon on 7th October at Silvermere 
and remember....even less.  
 And that is true, but fortunately, Adrian reminds me that it was, in fact 
quite an important day.  
 Ken C played Ian T  in the final of the match play and to no-one’s 
surprise it came down to who played the least badly.  It was Ken C who 
kept his nose ahead to win 3 & 2.   

 
 
 



 
 
 
The other important business of the day was the President’s 

Balls.  In the final Sunday event of the season Ewan H and Adrian T 
led the competition in which the six best points scores accumulated on 
Sunday’s events (based on the formula one system introduced this 
year) are added together.  In a distant third place came Kevin D with 
Dave Ho further behind in fourth.  

The four played together in the final group and a number of the 
rest of us gathered together to watch them play the final hole over the 
water in expectation of a dramatic climax to the event.  

Sadly, long before Kevin D, had lost his drive in the woods, he 
had come from behind to, thoroughly screw Ewan H and Adrian T 
whose bid for glory had crumbled to nothing.  The writing had been on 
the wall from the start when Kevin D chipped in from off the green on 
the third.  

An excellent turn out on the day was won by an excellent round 
of 40 Points playing off a handicap of seven by Linda M, well done to 
her!   

 

Mark B (Vice Captain) 
 

 
Placing Name Stableford Score President Balls 

Trophy Points 

1st Linda M 41 12 Pts  

2nd Percy S 39 10 Pts  

3rd Peter St 36 8 Pts  

4th Gareth N 34 7 Pts  

5th Alastair C 33 6 Pts 

6th Kevin D 32 4.50 Pts 

= Melissa C 32 4.50 Pts 

8th Mark B 31 3 Pts 

9th Gene S 30 1.5 Pts 

= Terry H 30 1.5 Pts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Autumn Trip – Lincolnshire Belton Woods 
 

The move away from the Society’s traditional trip to Bournemouth was in 
response to slightly smaller numbers in 2006 and the desire of some members 
indicated in our survey to try somewhere different.  

We opted for a golf Hotel to cut down on travel and to allow more time for 
“relaxation”. 

The two courses were in good condition and were of equal quality and 
quite appropriate for the society in as much as the fairways were wide, the 
rough short and there were a few long carries.  There was a bit of water but 
generally speaking it was avoidable with the possible exception of the 10th on 
the lakes course which consumed a number of our balls!! 

On Day one I decided that we would play four ball better ball.  What a 
kerfuffle! To say this was an unpopular choice would be something of an 
understatement with our dear Gary L looking as if he had sucked and swallowed 
a lemon amongst the most vociferous of the complainants.   

In spite of the mutterings the games went ahead and the President led at 
the end of the day by 10pts – 2pts (two wins and 1 drawn). On day two we 
returned to the stableford format and saw us playing in a very strong wind that 
clearly favoured the Captain’s team who returned to form, led by an inspirational 
performance by Nick H winning the day with 39 Points and overall 34.5 – 23.5 
margin took him three points clear of the President, Dave He.  

On Day three, Nick H maintained his form with a steady 34 pts and 
supported by his trusty lieutenant Ken C (36 Pts) they romped to a score of 36-
22 scoring a final winning margin of 72.5 – 55.5.  The victory was celebrated in 
the evening when we all dined together at our formal prize-giving “do”.  

On the previous evening we had driven into the depths of darkest 
Leicestershire to dine at a very pleasant country hotel where we ate very well 
under the supervision of an East-European waitress who had no problem in 
keeping twelve hungry poofters under her strict control! 

After the golf, a few of us went Quad Biking.  This involved trundling 
around a field behind Adrian T, in first gear, while he struggled to steer his 
vehicle through cones set wide enough to park a jumbo jet. Then off we went 
into the woods, while Adrian T crashed through the undergrowth, bumping from 
tree to tree at 5mph, Nick H and Ken C battled it out up front, quite the rally 
drivers!   

The weekend was concluded on Sunday where a number of us played at 
Nick’s H course Oundle.   

Verdict: A very pleasant change and one that may be repeated in the 
future, however there were too few attendees perhaps due to the cost. The 

range and flexibility of Bournemouth may be revisited in 2008.  

 
 Mark B (Vice Captain) 

 
 

 



 
Belton Woods – Woods Course Friday 21

st
 

September  
Placing Name Stableford Score Autumn Trophy 

Points  

1st Nick H 39 Pts 12 Pts 

2nd Gareth N 35 Pts 10 Pts 

3rd Mark B 33 Pts 7.5 Pts 

= Dave He 33 Pts 7.5 Pts 

5th Ken C 31 Pts  5 Pts 

= Percy S 31 Pts 5 Pts 

= Will P 31 Pts 5 Pts 

8th Dave Ho 30 Pts 2.5 Pts 

= Karen P 30 Pts 2.5 Pts 

10th Gary L 28 Pts 1 Pt 

 
Belton Woods – Lakes Course Saturday 22

nd
 

September  
Placing Name Stableford Score Autumn Trophy 

Points 

1st Ken C 36 Pts 12 Pts 

2nd Nick H 34 Pts 10 Pts 

3rd Dave He 33 Pts 8 Pts 

4th Percy S 30 Pts 6.5 Pts 

= Steve P 30 Pts 6.5 Pts 

6th Karen P 29 Pts 5 Pts 

7th Dave Ho 28 Pts 2.5 Pts 

= Mark B 28 Pts 2.5 Pts 

= Richard Bl 28 Pts 2.5 Pts 

= Will P 28 Pts 2.5 Pts 

Oundle – Captains’ Home Course, Sunday 23
rd

 
September 

Placing Name Stableford Score 

1st Ken C 38 Pts 

2nd Percy S 35 Pts 

3rd Karen P 34 Pts 

4th Richard Bl 32 Pts 

= Gary L 32 Pts 

6th Nick H 30 Pts 

7th Mark B 27 Pts 

8th Steve P 25 Pts 

9th Adrian T 21 Pts 

 



 
 

Founders Cup Result and Scores from Belton 
Woods 

Thursday 20th September:  
Fourball Better Ball  

 
 Captain’s Team  2  President’s Team 10  

 
Friday 21st September:  
Stable ford Competition 
 

 Captain’s Team 34.5 President’s Team 23.5   
 
 Longest Drive(s) – Mark B & Gary L 
 Nearest the Pin    - Dave Ho 
 
 Saturday 22nd September:  

Stable ford Competition 
  

Captain’s Team 36  President’s Team 22 
 
 Longest Drive – Ken C 
 Nearest the Pin – Dave Ho 
 
 Overall Founder’s Cup Result:  
         

 Captain’s Team 72.5 President’s Team 55.5  
 Autumn Trophy  
 Winner – Nick Hemens  

Placing Name Autumn Trophy 
Points Final 

1st Nick H 22 Pts 

2nd Ken C 17 Pts 

3rd Dave He 15.5 Pts 

4th Percy S 11.5 Pts 

5th Gareth N 10 Pts 

= Mark B 10 Pts  

7th Karen P 7.5 Pts 

= Will P 7.5 Pts 

9th Steve P 6.5 Pts 

10th Dave Ho 5 Pts  

 



 
Rainbow German Open – Schwerin, in Gronglais 

  

 Achtung!   

 
 Deutschland 0 England 2 

 

Das Deutsche Open Golf was ein grosse success fur der Englisch.  

MOBK hauptgewinn ein gross preis, Dave Ho haupt gewinn zweitbeste.  

Kapitan H und Fru H anch spielen mit unser freund Eric der Belgien. 

Danke schon, Ottmar, Michael und Wolfgang fur dein organisation. 

Auf Wiedersehen Pet bis nachste jahr. 

 

Vorsprung Durch Technik 

 

Mark B (Vice Captain) 

 
Captain’s Weekend at Thorpeness, Suffolk  

 
Thorpeness as a venue is one that I have visited many times 

before and it did not disappoint.   
The accommodation was good, the food excellent and the 

general ambiance of the clubhouse is one of old world charm.  
As for the course, it was in as good a condition as I can 

remember and with a gentle westerly wind it was not at its’ most 
difficult.  Though, quite difficult enough for our motley crew and only 
Ken C came close to playing to his handicap.  

However, the second day was slightly ruined by the weather with 
squally showers, which meant that the round was completed based on 
fifteen holes only. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 On the final hole of the round, the showers finally got to both 

Ken C and Adrian T, whereby Adrian T managed to play the wrong 
ball even after Ken C had warned him to check it and then Ken C, 
assuming Adrian T was correct, which is always a fatal mistake, then 
played Adrian’s T ball.  Thus with neither of them scoring on the final 
hole, leaving the drenched fairway, both rather perplexed at how men 
of such good organisational capacity managed to make such a major 
cock up! 

This was the first time I had organised such an event and I now 
have complete sympathy for Gary L when he is organising his two 
trips as the amount of dropouts and changes puts one’s patience to 
the test, I hope that next year this sort of inconsiderate “dizziness” will 
be missing from the society.  

 

 Mark B (Vice Captain) 

 
 
 
 Saturday 27

th
 October – Stableford 

 
Placing Name Stableford Score Captains 

Weekend Trophy 

1st Ken C 33 Pts 12 Pts 

2nd Ewan H 32 Pts 10 Pts 

3rd Takashi S 28 Pts 8 Pts 

4th Nick H 27 Pts 7 Pts 

5th Percy S 25 Pts 6 Pts 

6th Mark B 24 Pts 4.5 Pts 

= Dave He 24 Pts 4.5 Pts 

8th Adrian T 23 Pts 1.5 Pts 

= Stephen H 23 Pts 1.5 Pts 

= Ian T 23 Pts 1.5 Pts 

= Will P 23 Pts 1.5 Pts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sunday 28

th
 October – Stableford (Result after 15 

holes) 
 

Placing Name Stableford Score Captains 
Weekend Trophy 

1st Ken C 24 Pts 12 Pts 

2nd Percy S 22 Pts 10 Pts 

3rd Ian T 21 Pts 7 Pts 

= Adrian T 21 Pts 7 Pts 

= Takashi S 21 Pts 7 Pts 

6th Dave He 19 Pts 5 Pts 

7th Mark B 18 Pts 4 Pts 

8th Michael L 13 Pts 3 Pts 

9th Nick H 12 Pts 2 Pts 

10th Will P 11 Pts  1 Pt 

 

Overall Captain’s Weekend Trophy 
Results 

Placing Name Captains Weekend 
Trophy Final Results 

1st Ken C 24 Pts 

2nd Percy S 16 Pts 

3rd Takashi S 15 Pts 

4th Ewan H 10 Pts 

5th Dave He 9.5 Pts 

6th Nick H 9 Pts 

7th Adrian T 8.5 Pts 

= Ian T 8.5 Pts 

= Mark B 8.5 Pts 

10th Michael L 3 Pts 

11th Will P 2.5 Pts 

12th Stephen H 1.5 Pts 

 
Nearest the Pin –  

Will P (Sat) and Mark B (Sun) 
Nearest the Pin(in2) – Mark B(Sat) 
Longest Drive – Takashi S(Sat) 
 

 
 



 
PRESIDENT BALL’S 

FINAL LEADERBOARD 
 

(THE SIX BEST SUNDAY SCORES COUNT) 
 

Placing Name President Ball’s 
Points 

1st Kevin D 37.5 Pts 

2nd Adrian T 35.0 Pts 

= Ewan H 35.0 Pts 

= Percy S 35.0 Pts 

5th Dave Ho 28.0 Pts 

6th Peter H 21.0 Pts 

7th Mark B 20.0 Pts 

8th Ken C 18.5 Pts 

9th Trevor P 15.5 Pts 

= Melissa C 15.5 Pts 

11th Gene S 14.5 Pts 

= Ian T 14.5 Pts 

13th Alastair C 13.5 Pts 

14th Mick H 13.0 Pts 

= Gareth N 13.0 Pts 

16th Peter St 12.5 Pts 

17th Will P 12.0 Pts 

= Linda M 12.0 Pts  

19th Clarke H 11.5 Pts 

20th Stephen H 10.5 Pts 

21st Michael K 9.0 Pts 

= Gary L 9.0 Pts 

= Terry H 9.0 Pts 

24th Ju Y 8.0 Pts 

25th  Sharley-Clare B 7.33 Pts  

26th Nick H 6.5 Pts  

 
 
 
 



 
MEMBER’S CURRENT HANDICAP LIST 

(as of 11.11.07) 
Name Exact Handicap Strokes Received 

David A 23.7 24 

Roger B 20.4 20 

Keith B 22.1 22 

Richard Bl  10.6 11 

Mark B 14.3 14 

Richard B 16.1 16 

Andrew B 7.6 8 

Melissa C  25.1 25 

Sharley-Clare B 20.7 21 

Craig C 15 15 

Ken C 10.5 11 

John C 14.7 15 

Jason C 23.8 24 

Roger C 22.8 23 

Alistair C 27.3 27 

Kevin D 14.2 14 

Iain D 11.8 12 

Steve E 36 36 

Brian F 28.1 28 

Stewart F 19.3 19 

Neil G 8.8 9 

Chris G 14.1 14 

Bryan G 27.6 28 

Andrew G 4.6 5 

Terry H 31.7 32 

Natasha H 36 36 

Mick H 19.7 20 

Rachel H 31.2 31 

Martin H  10.8 11 

Clarke H  33.7 34 

Nick H 23.3 23 

David He 19 19 

Peter H 18.1 18 

Steven H 9.6 10 

Ewan H 22.9 23 

Dave Ho 10.7 11 

James H 10.6 11 

Martin H 10.3 10 

Martin J 22.1 22 

Godfrey J 31.2 31 

Michael K 4 4 

Gary L 5.8 6 

Philip L 27.3 27 

Michael L 31.3 31 

James L 12.3 12 

Vincent M 18.2 18 

Eddie M 11.4 11 

Ron M 20.2 20 

Simon M 28.5 29 

Michelle M 33.2 33 

Linda M 6.3 6 

Gareth N 11.1 11 

Steve P 21.0 21 

Will P 20.2 20 

Karen P 24.7 25 

Trevor P  26 26 

Jan S 13.4 13 

Percy S 24.9 25 

Wesley S 26.5 27 

Eddie S 16.6 17 

Bill S 21.6 22 

Peter S 29.7 30 

Peter St 27.9 28 

Gene S  12.4 12 

Takashi S 17.9 18 

Ian T 17.7 17 

Lucille T 33.8 34 

Michael T 16.5 17 

Adrian T 28 28 

Stephen W 14.2 14 

Trevor W 17.4 17 

Michelle W 10.9 11 

Marion W 36 36 

Alan W 16.1 16 

Ju Y 17.6 18 

Diana 29.2 29 

Ali 36.0 36 



 
 

IRONS KNOCKOUT COMPETITION.(FULL HANDICAP) 
 

PERCY S 

DAVE HO    PERCY S   BILL S   

____________________       

BILL S                          BILL S 

        Bye____________________________________________            CLARKE H 

 

JU Y 

CLARKE H    CLARKE H    

____________________      CLARKE H  

 

EDDY M                             EDDY M 

      Bye____________________________________ _______ _______________________________  IAN T   

 

PETER H 

TREVOR P    TREVOR P 

______________________     GODFREY J 

 

GODFREY J             GODFREY J  

      bye  ______________________________________________                       IAN T 

 

SHARLEY CLARE B 

IAN T      IAN T 

_______________________     IAN T 

 

NICK H                             NICK H 

        Bye_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

RON M                              RON M 

          Bye_________________________    JASON C 

 

JASON C     JASON C  

ADRIAN T  

____________________________________________________           RICHARD B 

 

STEPHEN H                     STEPHEN H 

    Bye_________________________    RICHARD B 

 

RICHARD B      RICHARD B 

MARK B  

_____________________________________________________________________________________               KEN C 

 

 

CRAIG C       CRAIG C 

      Bye__________________________    CRAIG C  

 

EWAN H  

TERRY H       EWAN H  

_______________________________________________________            KEN C  

 

KEN C         KEN C  

 Bye 

______________________     KEN C  

 

DAVID HE        DAVID HE  

    Bye_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ken C beat IanT 3&2 to become Irons 
Matchplay Champion 2007.  

 



 
 

2007 Programme of Events 
 
 

8th December 2007 Christmas Social  MARK B & ADRIAN 
T 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

                                                                                   
 
 

 
2008 Programme of Events 

coming to you 
soon....watch this space!  

 
The next newsletter will be 
produced  in early 2008.  

Next Event: 

Christmas Social  

Venue: 

Nueva Costa Dorada restaurant 

Organiser: 

Mark B & Adrian T 

Please contact by email.  

 


